Dear Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation:
I am writing to ask the OCC and FDIC to preserve a strong Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) and the incentives it creates for banks to invest in Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), small businesses, and communities that have historically had less access to capital.
The CRA has an important and straightforward purpose: banks should help meet the credit needs of the communities they serve, including low- and moderate-income communities. CDFIs help make that possible. I’m writing to share my support for a CDFI in my local community, WomenVenture. 
Organizations like WomenVenture work directly with entrepreneurs who may have strong businesses and great ideas but face barriers to traditional financing. CDFIs combine affordable capital with business support, relationships, and technical assistance so entrepreneurs have a better opportunity to start, stabilize, and grow their businesses. WomenVenture’s mission is to “help entrepreneurs and small business owners build profitable and sustainable businesses.” WomenVenture celebrates its 25th year as a CDFI serving Minnesota and Western Wisconsin. 
PERSONALIZE THIS SECTION (Delete red text after personalizing):
I have seen the importance of this work firsthand through:
[Share 2–4 sentences about your connection. For example: Are you a small-business owner who received a loan, training or consulting support? A donor, banker, community partner, board member, or supporter? What did access to capital make possible? What needs are you seeing in your community? Delete highlighted text after personalizing.]
END PERSONALIZATION (Delete red text after personalizing):
Bank partnerships are critical to this work. CRA has helped encourage banks to lend, invest, and provide other resources through CDFIs that know their communities and can help capital reach people and businesses that might otherwise be overlooked.
I recognize the agencies' goals of making CRA clearer, more effective, and less burdensome. At the same time, those goals should not reduce meaningful investment in underserved communities or weaken partnerships between banks and CDFIs.
I encourage the OCC and FDIC to ensure that the final rule:
· preserves strong incentives for banks to lend and invest through CDFIs;
· recognizes the full value of community-development activities that expand access to responsible capital;
· supports grants and other resources that help CDFIs build the capacity needed to serve communities effectively;
· maintains meaningful expectations for banks to meet community credit needs; and
· strengthens, rather than reduces, the flow of responsible private capital to small businesses and low- and moderate-income communities.
For organizations like WomenVenture, these partnerships translate directly into financing and support for entrepreneurs building businesses, creating jobs, generating wealth, and strengthening their communities.
We should continue improving CRA, but improvement should move us toward greater access to capital not less.
Thank you for considering my comments.
Sincerely,
[NAME]
[BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION, optional]
[CITY, STATE]

